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Components of film originally examined: 

Feature: The Fruit is Swelling 

Trailers: Nil 

Excision/Alteration: No. 

Reason(s) for Excision: 

Not Applicable. 


Running time: 
Running time: 

Total Running time: 
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89.40 
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Classification Decision: 


Objectionable. 

Display conditions: 

Not Applicable. 

Descriptive Note: 

Not Applicable. 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••< 

• • 

Direction to issue a label has been given on 31 July 1997 


• • 

SUMMARY OF THE REASONS FOR DECISION: 

The 35 mm film entitled The Fruit is Swelling is classified as: 

Objectionable. 

The Fruit is Swelling is deemed objectionable because it tends to promote and support 
the exploitation of children and young persons for sexual purposes. 

The film is a sexually provocative comedy that includes several graphic sex scenes. 
The underlying plot concerns an eight year old girl who physically becomes an 18 year 
old overnight while retaining her eight year old mentality. Previously the eight year old 
girl and an adult male are shown to be attracted to one another. When the girl 
transforms into an adult body the viewer is encouraged to view her as a sexually viable 
adult. Her naivete and childish manner are eroticised by including them as part of her 
sexual appeal. The presentation of her nude or dressed in children’s clothing further 
eroticises her. The erotic presentation of childlike qualities within the context of a film 
designed for adult sexual arousal is exploitative. 

The presentation of a girl as part of sexually arousing material tends to encourage the 
viewer to regard children in a sexual manner. This is reinforced by the eroticisation of 
the girl’s encounters with adults. 

Therefore the film tends to promote and support the exploitation of children and young 
persons for sexual purposes. Accordingly it is deemed to be objectionable under 
s3(2)(a) of the Films, Videos, and Publications Classification Act 1993. Because this is 
a deeming provision which cannot be given a meaning that is consistent with the rights 
and freedoms in the New Zealand Bill of Rights Act 1990 (NZBR Act), si4 of the NZBR 
Act does not apply. 
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